
THE LONDON 
RESTORATION

BOOK CLUB KIT
THOMAS NELSON AND ZONDERVAN FICTION



2  |  Book Club Kit The London Restoration  |  3

Rachel McMillan is a history 
enthusiast, lifelong 
bibliophile, and author 
of the Herringford and 

Watts series, the Van Buren and 
DeLuca mysteries, and the Three 
Quarter Time series as well as the 
nonfiction books Dream, Plan, and 
Go and A Picture-Perfect Christmas. 
Rachel lives in Toronto and is always 
planning her next adventure.

Wesbsite: rachelmcmillan.net
Facebook: RachKMc1
Twitter: @RachKMc
Instagram: RachKMc

CONTENTS
ABOUT THE 
AUTHOR

AUTHOR Q&A

The author of The London 
Restoration discusses her 
inspirations

04

DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS
Questions to guide your 
book club’s discussion of 
the novel

10

HOSTING A 
BOOK CLUB
Tips for a fun and 
successful book club on 
The London Restoration

08

READERS ARE 
TALKING
Excerpts from reader 
reviews of The London 
Restoration

14

PUBLISHERS 
WEEKLY SAYS
A good review of The 
London Restoration from 
Publishers Weekly

16



4  |  Book Club Kit The London Restoration  |  5

Q&A WITH 
RACHEL 
MCMILLAN

Readers love your 
strong, unique 
characters. How 
do you make 
your characters 
so likable to your 
readers, while also 
making them seem 
like real, flawed 
people?
This is always really flattering to 

The author of The London Restoration discusses the 
inspirations and influences for the novel, as well as the 
historical research which underpins this moving story of love 
and marriage.

SOME WRITERS 
CREATE 
CHARACTERS, 
I MEET THEM 
AND THEN TAKE 
THEM DOWN TO 
DICTATION. 

hear. Because I am a character-
driven reader, it is wonderful to 
be able to spend time crafting 
character-driven stories and 
Diana and Brent are now close 
friends of mine. Some writers 
create characters, I meet them 
and then take them down to 
dictation. My main characters 
often show up so fully formed I 
can see them like a movie in my 
mind and even hear their voices. 
This is wonderful to me because 
I have to like them because I will 
spend years with them: through 
research, revisions, edits and 
the promotion and release of a 
book. One of the things I try to 
do –and this is especially integral 
in crafting a romance—is give 
them traits they fall in love with 
beyond physical attraction. For 
Diana, Brent’s sketch of a church 
and how he sees the churches 
she loves as well as his speaking 
voice is integral to her attraction 

to him and in the same way, 
the easy connection they share 
in their first conversation and 
the way Diana sees the world—
especially after the war---for 
what it could be—is at the core 
of his attraction to her. I find 
that ensuring that my characters 
share something beyond physical 
attraction is key to giving them 
dimension.
I also needed to create a world 
where the honeymoon is long 
over and a love story is tea leaves 
three times strained and Diana’s 
horrible cooking and their first 
reunited kiss is so awkward they 
step on each other’s shoes. By 
immediately kicking them off 
the pedestal of that magnificent 
movie-end reunion, I could take 
their love story out of the sepia 
tones and swelled violin music of 
so many grand endings so it was 
essential that I exhume Brent 
and Diana’s imperfections and 

The ruins of Christ Church Greyfriars, 
London.
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ALSO BY 
RACHEL 
MCMILLAN
Murder at the 
Flamingo
When a corpse is discovered 
at the Flamingo,a 
nightclub to which both 
are connected, heiress-
turned-independent city 
girl Regina "Reggie" Van 
Buren and Hamish DeLuca, 
an attornney with severe 
anxiety, quickly learn there 
is a vast chasm between the 
haves and the have-nots 
in 1937 Boston—and that 
there’s an underworld that 
feeds on them both. As 
Hamish is forced to choose 
between his conscience and 
loyalty to his beloved cousin, 
owner of the Flamingo and 
Reggie's employer, the 
unlikely sleuthing duo work 
to expose a murder before 
the darkness destroys 
everything they’ve worked 
to build. 

craft and extol their strengths 
from there. Brent hates the 
way Diana squeezes the tooth 
powder. Diana hates when Brent 
is sarcastic and turns away from 
her. These are real, identifiable 
things. Their marriage works 
because they can make it 
through the little spats and like 
most real-life relationships it is 
those trifles that are our true 
test so when Brent and Diana 
are forced to confront major 
life-altering events, they can do 
so secure in their love for each 
other.
Finally, I ensured that they have 
worlds beyond each other: this 
is especially demonstrated when 
they are ripped apart: Brent 
on the Front lines and Diana at 
Bletchley Park. In these scenarios 
I am able to give readers a 
snapshot into the hero and 
heroine outside of the realm of 
each other and how they relate 
to other people and, of course, 
how their friends see them. It’s 
why the supporting characters 
like Matthew Ross, Sophie 
Villiers and Simon Barre, as three 
examples, are so imperative in 
our understanding of Brent and 
Diana’s worlds. 

What does the 
research process 
look like for you 
before and during 
the writing process?
I am fortunate in that I love to 
read and I read a lot of historical 
fiction and history, so when 
it came to details about life 
in WWII I had a pretty good 
place to start. I also quite enjoy 

Masterpiece Theatre and one of 
my all-time favourite television 
series is Foyle’s War: a mystery 
set in Hastings during the WWII 
years. Without realizing it, Foyle 
not only provided me interesting 
tidbits about the era (ice cream 
trucks transported blood! 
Women bought liquid stockings 
in a bottle), but gave me access 
to hairstyles, makeup, life with 
ration cards and clothing.
Once I have the general day-
to-day political, social, cultural 
and life details of an era at my 
disposal, I zone in on the details 
inherent in the book.
With The London Restoration: 
I needed to focus on three 
things: the Communist agenda 
and threat and the rise of the 
Cold War, daily life at Bletchley 
Park where Diana spends 
her war years and, of course, 
the rich architectural legacy 
of Christopher Wren. I often 
wander a city for hours and 
hours on end stopping to snap 
photos and cross check maps 
(of the time period I am writing 
with the streets I am walking) as 
well as scribble descriptions in 
my notebook. I visited at least 
30 London churches and former 
Wren church sites and wandered 
Bletchley Park for hours. I also 
relied on a close friend and 
Enigma enthusiast who not 
only has an impressive library 
all about the Codebreakers, 
Bletchley Park and Enigma 
but even owns an Enigma 
machine and pieces of some of 
the incredible machines used 
at Bletchley. He really helped 
me narrow in on the listening 
stations and it is through him I 
decided to pursue how Diana, 

Simon and Fisher Carne would be 
able to use codes and signals.
It’s also important for me to 
know how to get around a city 
in the time period I am studying: 
so maps of urban areas bombed 
during the Blitz and rezoned 
afterward were invaluable as I 
created how Brent and Diana 
would navigate the post-war city.
The Toronto Reference Library 
in my home city, has a wonderful 
range of architectural resources: 
including facsimiles of many 
of Wren’s early sketches and 
blueprints and that was so vital 
to me in understanding this man 
and his architectural legacy.
Once I have the general overview 
of the period ready to go, I zoom 
in on what major research will 
bolster the world I am creating. 
Approximately 1/3 of what I 
research in each book ends up 
on the page. Yet, even though 
the reader only sees a tip of that 
iceberg, knowing far more than 
what funnels through to the last 
edit, gives me a confidence to be 
able to lose myself in the story 
and fall down rabbit holes.

What made you 
write this story?
While I am a historical fiction 
junkie, I never set out to write the 
WWII era at all. A few summers 
ago, I was in London for vacation 
and decided to visit some historic 
churches I had not visited on 
previous trips. The first was to 
All Hallows by the Tower, the 
oldest church in London, where I 
learned that while the bombs of 
WWII devastated the structure, 
they unearthed priceless 
artifacts from the Roman times. 

What a rich wonder, I thought, to 
have something so devastating 
wield something so wonderful. 
Later that same day, I walked 
into St. Bartholomew the Great 
which had survived King Henry’s 
dissolution of the monasteries, 
hundreds of years and wars 
(including the Zeppelins of 
WWI and the bombs of WWII ) 
and I knew I had to write about 
these churches. These artifacts. 
I assumed that in the current 
fictional climate, a novel about 
Christopher Wren’s time might 
not be as saleable: however, I was 
fascinated by how the rebuilding 
of the churches (especially the 
Wren churches) after the Blitz 
mirrored how Wren was able to 
create masterpieces from the 
devastation of the Great Fire 
of London centuries before. It 
was my awe of churches and 
the resiliency of the people to 
ensure that God’s house on earth 
withstood centuries that really 
inspired me! Needless to say, I 
went back to London with the 
sole purpose of discovering more 
and more about the churches 
and their lives before and after 
the Blitz. I also realized that so 
many war era love stories end 
with the couple reuniting. I was 
far more interested in how two 
people ripped apart for four 
years would find sure footing 
again. Divorce rates sky-rocketed 
after World War II. Men returned 
from the front forever changed 
and suffering from injuries and 
PTSD, whereas women were 
forced out of the workforce and 
integral operations such as those 
at Bletchley Park and expected 
to tend house while their 
husbands earned the paycheque. 

The thematic resonance of 
rebuilding a city and a love story 
and the parallels therein were 
fascinating to me. Finally, my 
Opa was a stretcher bearer in 
the Canadian forces in WWII 
and while he was reticent to 
talk about the war experiences, 
I always loved that he chose to 
carry men rather than carry a 
gun. He made it through the war 
having never fired a gun. I knew 
that I wanted to honour that part 
of my family’s history in Brent 
Somerville.



8  |  Book Club Kit The London Restoration  |  9

Book clubs are about 
reading good books, of 
course, but they’re also 
about so much more: 

delicious snacks, socializing 
with friends, considering 
new perspectives and ideas, 
and maybe even learning 
something new. For your book 
club’s discussion of The London 
Restoration, here are some ideas 
for all the components of a good 
book club that you won’t find in a 
paperback.

Explore the city
You might not be able to visit 
London in person, but you 
can still explore the city. Look 
up some of the locations and 

sites mentioned in The London 
Restoration on Google Maps, and 
use the Street View function to 
see it from a tourist's point of 
view.

Watch Foyle's War
Rachel McMillan cites the British 
TV series Foyle's War as an 
inspiration for this novel. Why 
not get a sense of the historical 
context in a fun and entertaining 
way by watching an episode (or 
two or three...)? You may be able 
to find it on streaming services or 
at your local library.

Break some codes
Code breaking is an interesting 
and integral thread in this novel. 
Break the ice at your book club 
by playing some code breaking 
games. There are many options 
available online for free, at 
various levels of difficulty. You 
can even give a London-themed 
prize to the person who can 
crack the code first!

THE LONDON RESTORATION IS, 
TO USE A LITERARY CLICHE, 
COMPULSIVELY READABLE.

—AMAZON REVIEW

Some ideas for a fun and successful book 
club meeting for London Restoration

HOSTING 
A GREAT 
BOOK CLUB
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These discussion questions can also be 
found on pages 313–315 of The London 
Restoration.

DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS

1. One of the reasons World 
War II fiction continues to 
resonate with the reading 
public is that many feel a 
personal connection to this 
relatively recent history, 
especially through familial 
ties. Do you know anyone 
who served in the war or 
lived through it? What are 
some of the stories from 
day to day life or the front 
that you are familiar with?

2. For Diana, the loss of the 
churches she loves feels 
like a death. To this day, 
bomb strikes result in the 
loss of priceless, ancient 
buildings. Do you believe 
that architecture should 
be treated as a casualty of 
war?

3. Committees established 
during the war in London 
discussed keeping the 
gutted churches in ruins 
as a monument to the war 
while others prevailed in 

ensuring that the historical 
churches were renovated 
to reflect the architect’s 
initial vision. A trip to 
London offers views of 
both rebuilt churches and 
those overrun by gardens 
and time like the Priory of 
St. John in Clerkenwell and 
Christ Church Greyfriars 
in Newgate Street. What 
are some of the ways 
you would defend the 
decision to leave them as 
monuments and markers 
to the past? What would 
you say in defense of 

the decision to restore 
the churches honoring 
the styles of the original 
structures?

4. Diana and Brent feel an 
immediate affinity to one 
another when they meet at 
St. Bartholomew the Great. 
In many ways they are soul 
mates, best exemplified 
by the unique connection 
they have with the ancient 
church. Have you ever met 
someone and immediately 
known that they would be 
sewn into the fabric of your 
life?

5. While Diana and Brent 
are both irrevocably 
changed during the war, 
they both find new ways 
to fall in love with one 
another. For Brent, this 
is best exemplified in his 
attraction to the chin tilt 
Diana has. Indeed, he 
thinks that in many ways 
the war has shaped Diana 
into the strong woman 
whose potential he always 
saw. What hints during 
the flashback sequences 
at the beginning of their 
relationship might Brent 
have drawn on in his 
imagining of a possibly 
more mature Diana?

 DO YOU BELIEVE THAT 
ARCHITECTURE SHOULD BE 
TREATED AS A CASUALTY OF 
WAR?
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of the stories you associate 
with London either in 
modern or historical times? 
Do you associate famous 
examples of architecture 
with them?

10. The title, The London 
Restoration, not only refers 
to the rebuilding of a city 
but to the reconstruction of 
Brent and Diana’s marriage. 
In what ways does the 
rebuilding of their city 
mirror the time they are 
spending getting to know 
one another again?

11. Many of the men and 
women at Bletchley Park 
were chosen and successful 
because they saw the 
world through a different 
lens and approached 
problems in a different 
way. Indeed, Brent tells his 
friends he fell in love with 
Diana for the prospect of 
seeing the world through 
her eyes. Can you think 
of an instance when you 
approached a problem or 
question through a lens 
special to your experience 
or view of the world?

12. Brent and Diana often 
use the seven Greek forms 
of love as a means of 
reflection and the many 
ways they love each other. 
Doing an easy Google 
search, can you think of a 
few of the forms of love not 
covered in the book that 
reflect their relationship?

St. Paul's Cathedral, London.

6. Britons experienced higher than anticipated divorce 
rates during the postwar years as men returned 
from war estranged from the wives who did what 
they could on the home front. While Diana and 
Brent certainly have moments of uncertainty, 
they are determined to make their marriage work: 
especially because, like the churches, it has such 
a strong foundation. Why do you think Brent and 
Diana’s marriage survives?

7. Diana makes some interesting friends at Bletchley 
Park who end up influencing her life—for good or 
ill—long after the war. Fisher Carne, of course, and 
Simon and Sophie Villiers. Were there instances 
throughout the book that revealed the true identity 
of Sophie? Of Fisher?

8. Rather than ask Diana out of friendship if she will 
help him find Eternity after the war, he bribes her 
with information about Brent, leaving her with little 
choice but to accept his bargain. Do you think that 
Diana would have helped Simon even if he did not 
provide her with the promise of critical information 
about Brent?

9. In The London Restoration, the city Brent and Diana 
love is as much a starring character as the human 
characters in the book. London is a city known to 
many even if they haven’t had the opportunity to 
spend time in it. The fairy tales and nursery rhymes 
(such as “Oranges and Lemons”) as well as the 
popular structures such as Big Ben and Parliament 
and the Tower of London are familiar to most. 
Wren’s masterpiece, St. Paul’s Cathedral, for one, is 
part of our cultural consciousness. What are some 

THE TITLE NOT 
ONLY REFERS TO 
THE REBUILDING 
OF A CITY 
BUT TO THE 
RECONSTRUCTION 
OF A MARRIAGE.
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“This book is perhaps one of the 
most realistic pieces of historical 
fiction I have ever read. A few 
years ago I chanced to meet a 
lady who had an experience very 
similar to this book. She was in 
her late 90s, and told me about 
marrying her husband just before 
he shipped off to the European 
theatre. She was a nurse and was 
sent to the Pacific. They didn’t 
see each other for the duration 
of the war. She said that they had 
to get to know each other all over 
again. So yes, this book rings so 
very true.
More authors should write 
about architechture. The plot 
and characters in this story 
are amazing, but it was the 
way Rachel wrote about the 

architechture of London and 
the effects of the Blitz that 
made this book so very personal 
to me. Especially as I am 
from Christchurch, where the 
decision has been made not to 
save our Cathedrals after the 
devestation of 2 earthquakes. A 
fact I mourn everyday as I drive 
by the desterted wreckage of 
these once proud buildings on 
the way to work. Reading about 
the struggle to save the great 
churches of London struck so 
very close to home.
If you love Bletchley Circle, Agent 
Carter, or just historical mystery 
and/or historical romance, go 
forth and read this book!” 

—Amazon Review

“This book is incredible! It is 
suspenseful, heart-wrenching, 
heartwarming, romantic, and 
really insightful. Whenever 
I picked up The London 
Restoration, I traveled back in 
time, and went on an incredible 
journey with this story.”

—Amazon Review 

“Rachel McMillan is a star at 
penning flawed and multi-
faceted humans. Anxiety, 
PTSD, jealousy, fear, as well as 
unflagging devotion, loyalty, 
and wisdom are some things 
that many of her characters 

bring to the table. This gives 
them an authenticity that is 
unprecedented in the genre. I 
applaud McMillan for not shying 
away from the tough stuff. It 
doesn’t hurt that there’s still a 
little bit of that romance fluff 
thrown in the mix too. Her 
heroes always end up being book 
boyfriends of mine and Brent 
Somerville is no exception. I 
could use a handsome, red haired 
man with broad shoulders and a 
beautiful voice! That dry sense of 
humor gives me life!”

—Amazon Review

Readers love the rich descriptions, 
the historical accuracy, and the 
complex characters in The London 
Restoration.

WHAT 
READERS 
ARE 
SAYING

LIKE MANY COUPLES, DIANA 
AND BRENT BEAR THE SCARS 
AND SECRETS OF WAR. I 
LOVED THE SYMBOLISM OF 
REBUILDING.
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“Romance fans will be satisfied” by Rachel McMillan’s 
latest historical romance.

This standalone romance 
from McMillan (Dream, 
Plan, and Go) pits the 
happiness of a pair of 

newlyweds against a desperate 
hunt for a Russian spy and the 
couple’s own dark wartime 
memories in 1945 London. 
Architectural historian Diana 
Somerville loves two things: 
churches and her husband, 
King’s College theology 
professor Brent Somerville. The 
pair were separated by WWII 
shortly after their wedding night 
and are both grateful to reunite 
in peacetime, but their differing 
wartime experiences still divide 
them. The Official Secrets Act 
prevents Diana from telling 
her husband about her work 
breaking codes at Bletchley Park 
and hunting spies for British 
Intelligence, while Brent hides 
his ongoing nightmares of his 
horrifying tribulations at the 

front. Adding another secret to 
the mountain between them, 
Diana agrees to finish one last 
job for her MI6 handler, who 
believes her knowledge of 
church architecture will be an 
asset in the hunt for a Russian 
agent called Eternity. McMillan 
breaks up the present-day action 
with substantial flashbacks 
that fill in Diana and Brent’s 
backstory, but drain tension 
from the suspense plot. Still, 
McMillan’s historical setting 
is solidly drawn and the focus 
on an established couple is 
refreshing. Romance fans will be 
satisfied.

PUBLISHERS 
WEEKLY SAYS
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