


Romanov Lesson Plan
Learning Objectives
After this lesson, students will be able to:

• summarize the events of a novel
• explain how the dialogue and actions of the main characters develop the reader’s understanding of 

both the characters and the central ideas of the novel
• cite textual evidence when answering questions about the text
• evaluate character development

Curriculum Standards
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as infer-
ences drawn from the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, 
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the 
text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course 
of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.

Materials Needed
• Romanov by Nadine Brandes (available here https://www.tnzfiction.com/romanov/)

Activities
All of these activities can be performed individually or in conjunction with each other after reading Romanov.

Activity 1
In writing, answer the Discussion Questions (pp. 333–334 and below) about Romanov. Cite specific quotes 
from the text to support your answers.
OR
Host a book club-style discussion, guided by the Discussion Questions (pp. 333–334 and below). Allow each 
member of the discussion to share their answer to each of the questions aloud and facilitate discussion on 
those responses. 

Romanov Discussion Questions
1. Nastya spends a lot of time in this book struggling with forgiveness. What do you understand forgive-

ness to mean?
2. Zash became a Bolshevik to help protect his babushka (Vira). How far would you go to protect those 

you love? And what do you think about his decision to join the Bolsheviks?
3. Nastya seeks to understand why Zash thinks and acts the way he does. Do you think it’s important to 

strive to understand an opposing perspective? How do you go about doing so?
4. Zash has a moment when he thinks it will be better to take his own life than to live with what he’s 

done. What do you think that would accomplish? Do you think that is ever the right answer? Why or 
why not?

5. Nastya had the chance to erase her memories and to erase her hurt. Have you ever wished you could 



do that? If so, why does it sound appealing? What might the repercussions be?
6. Why do you think Nastya chose not to use the memory spell in the end?
7. At the end of the book, the war is still raging. No one knows when it will end or who will win, but they 

are able to still live their lives. Do you ever struggle with focusing on your day-to-day when the bigger 
picture of your culture is caught up in unresolved issues?

8. The Romanov family had very strong values and this affected their ability to hope and forgive. Which 
values can you identify and how do you think those empowered the family?

Activity 2
Read the Author’s Note (pp. 329–332), which discusses the legendary and historical influences on Romanov. 
Conduct research on the suspected escape and survival of Alexei and Anastasia Romanov. Compare what 
you discover to Romanov. How does Romanov match up to the legends and theories, as well as the historical 
record?

Activity 3
Read the Author’s Note (pp. 329–332), which discusses the legendary and historical influences on Romanov. 
Then read or view other retellings and adaptations of the story of the Romanov family. How does Romanov dif-
fer from or add to the existing literature on the subject? Which of these other versions do you think influenced 
Romanov, and what evidence do you see in the novel of that influence?

Activity 4
Pair reading Romanov with historical study of late imperial Russia and the Bolshevik Revolution. What was the 
world like during that time period? What were the systems of government, cultural customs, clothing styles, 
religious practices, and architecture? How do these things differ from the current day, and what has remained 
the same?

Activity 5
Write a review of Romanov, comprised of the following components: a brief summary of the novel (without 
spoilers); an analysis of the strengths of the novel, citing the text; and why or to whom you might recommend 
this novel.
Bonus: Share your review on a platform like Goodreads and interact with other reviews or comments on the 
book.
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