


Crater by Homer Hickam Lesson Plan
Learning Objectives
After this lesson, students will be able to:

• summarize the events of a novel
• explain how the dialogue and actions of the main characters develop the reader’s understanding of 

both the characters and the central ideas of the novel
• cite textual evidence when answering questions about the text
• evaluate character development

Curriculum Standards
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as infer-
ences drawn from the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, 
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the 
text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course 
of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.

Materials Needed
• Crater by Homer Hickam (available here https://www.tnzfiction.com/9781401686963/crater/homer-hick-

am/)

Activities
All of these activities can be performed individually or in conjunction with each other after reading Crater.

Activity 1
In writing, answer the Discussion Questions (pp. 309–310 and below) about Crater. Cite specific quotes from 
the text to support your answers.
OR
Host a book club-style discussion, guided by the Discussion Questions (pp. 309–310 and below). Allow each 
member of the discussion to share their answer to each of the questions aloud and facilitate discussion on 
those responses. 

Crater Discussion Questions
1. At the beginning of the novel, Crater is very happy just working the Scrapes, collecting Helium-3. But 

Petro has bigger plans for both of them. Why do you think Crater was happy doing the same job ev-
ery day, and why is Petro so eager to get out? Which character do you relate to the most?

2. What would be the best part about living on the moon? What would be the hardest to adjust to? What 
would you miss most about Earth?

3. The gillie has been with Crater his whole life, but it is illegal, as everyone keeps telling him. Why do 
you think he never got rid of it? In what ways does it help him in the course of the novel?

4. If you had a gillie, what would you get it to do?
5. When you imagine life on the moon in the years to come, in what ways is it similar to the way life is 
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described in Crater? What do you think will be different?
6. What are Crater’s greatest strengths? What are his greatest weaknesses?
7. If you lived on the moon, which profession would you be most interested in?
8. Describe life on Earth as Crater sees it. What is different than the way it is now? What is similar? Do 

you think the Earth in the book is how Earth truly will be in the future?
9. How would you describe the relationship between Crater and Petro? How does it change over the 

course of the novel?
10. Why did the Colonel choose Crater for his mission? Why did he have second thoughts?
11. On the Colonel’s desk is a placard with the phrase “Do not wish ill for your enemy; plan it” engraved 

on it. What does that let you know about the Colonel as a leader? Do you think Crater thought the 
same things?

12. On the convoy, the truckers seem to have little respect for Crater, yet Captain Teller expects him to 
control the truckers. Do you think there is anything Crater could have done early on to gain their re-
spect? Do you think they gained respect for him by the end of the convoy?

13. What do you think is the hardest obstacle Crater encountered on the road to completing his mission? 
How do you think he managed to survive it all?

14. What do you think will happen next for Crater and his friends?

Activity 2
Read the Author’s Note (pp. 304–307), which discusses the potential for the isotope Helium-3, which exists 
abundantly on the lunar surface, as a clean, sustainable energy source. Do your own research on the meth-
ods for generating energy that currently exist. What are they? What are the drawbacks of using each of these 
methods, and which is the most efficient and sustainable method, and why?  

Activity 3
Read the Author’s Note (pp. 304–307), which discusses the potential for human industry and civilization on the 
moon. Consider this in the light of current events, such as the launch of SpaceX and the possibility for tourist 
travel into space. What of the author’s predictions seem to match up with today’s realities? What do you see as 
a future for human space travel and lunar exploration and colonization, and why?  

Activity 4
Read the Author’s Note (pp. 304–307), which briefly mentions the author’s credentials and his research for the 
book, which involved input from NASA planetary scientist and geologist Dr. Barbara Cohen. Do a little research 
on your own of Homer Hickam and Dr. Barbara Cohen. What are their accomplishments? What research and 
work have they done in the field of space exploration and planetary science? How does their expertise and 
experience show up in Crater? Cite specific examples from the text and the careers of Hickham and Cohen to 
support your answers.

Activity 5
Pair reading Crater with reading Homer Hickam’s memoir Rocket Boys or watching the film adaptation of the 
memoir, October Sky. Consider the author’s upbringing as the son of a coal miner in a mining town as de-
scribed in this memoir as regards the premise of Crater. How does Crater combine the author’s interests and 
experience with mining and space exploration? What commonalities do you see between the mining town 
Hickham recalls in Rocket Boys and the mining operations he describes on the lunar surface in Crater?

Activity 6
Write a review of Crater, comprised of the following components: a brief summary of the novel (without spoil-
ers); an analysis of the strengths of the novel, citing the text; and why or to whom you might recommend this 
novel.
Bonus: Share your review on a platform like Goodreads and interact with other reviews or comments on the 
book.
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