


The Piper’s Pursuit Lesson Plan
Learning Objectives
After this lesson, students will be able to:

• summarize the events of a novel
• explain how the dialogue and actions of the main characters develop the reader’s understanding of 

both the characters and the central ideas of the novel
• cite textual evidence when answering questions about the text
• evaluate character development

Curriculum Standards
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as infer-
ences drawn from the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, 
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the 
text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course 
of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.

Materials Needed
• The Piper’s Pursuit by Melanie Dickerson (available here bit.ly/34kWPIu)

Activities
All of these activities can be performed individually or in conjunction with each other after reading The Piper’s 
Pursuit.

Activity 1
In writing, answer the Discussion Questions (pp. 303–304 and below) about The Piper’s Pursuit. Cite specific 
quotes from the text to support your answers.
OR
Host a book club-style discussion, guided by the Discussion Questions (pp. 303–304 and below). Allow each 
member of the discussion to share their answer to each of the questions aloud and facilitate discussion on 
those responses. 

The Piper’s Pursuit Discussion Questions
1. Why was it so shocking for Katerina to find Bridda? What did the townspeople think had happened to 

all the children who had gone missing?
2. What were Katerina’s first impressions of Steffan? How were her opinions of him influenced by her 

own past experiences? Have you ever had a wrong first impression of someone?
3. Why did Steffan come to Hamlin? Did his purpose or motives change through the course of the story? 

If so, how?
4. Steffan admits to growing up with a lot of anger and rebelling against his father. What caused these 

feelings? What things had he done that he felt shame and guilt about? What is the difference between 
guilt and shame?

5. Katerina does not allow herself to trust men. How does she overcome her mistrust of Steffan?
6. Can mistrust be a good thing? How can it be a bad thing? Do you consider yourself a trusting per-

http://bit.ly/34kWPIu


son? Why or why not?
7. What were some of the things Hennek did to fool people into thinking he was a good person?
8. How did Steffan’s past affect the way he viewed children? Did his feelings toward children change?
9. What was Katerina’s greatest fear?
10. What was Steffan’s fear that kept him from going home?
11. What did Katerina hope to accomplish by killing the Beast of Hamlin?
12. What made Katerina’s friend Hans betray her?
13. What did you think of Duke Wilhelm’s choice of mayor for Hamlin? What did Steffan think?
14. What were Steffan’s and Katerina’s goals? Did they achieve them?

Activity 2
Read the Author’s Note (pp. 299–300), which discusses the legendary and historical influences for The Piper’s 
Pursuit. Conduct research on the origins of the pied piper myth. Compare what you discover to The Piper’s 
Pursuit. How does The Piper’s Pursuit match up to the original mythology and the historical record?  

Activity 3
Read the Author’s Note (pp. 299–300), which discusses the legendary and historical influences for The Piper’s 
Pursuit. Then read other versions and adaptations of the myth (some can be found here http://www.pitt.edu/~-
dash/hameln.html#contents). How does The Piper’s Pursuit differ from or add to the existing literature about 
this legend? Which of these other versions do you think influenced The Piper’s Pursuit, and what evidence do 
you see in the novel of that influence? 

Activity 4
Pair reading The Piper’s Pursuit with historical study of the Medieval era. What was the world like during that 
time period? What were the systems of government, cultural customs, clothing styles, religious practices, and 
architecture? How do those things differ from the current day, and what has remained the same?

Activity 5
Write a review of The Piper’s Pursuit, comprised of the following components: a brief summary of the novel 
(without spoilers); an analysis of the strengths of the novel, citing the text; and why or to whom you might rec-
ommend this novel.
Bonus: Share your review on a platform like Goodreads and interact with other reviews or comments on the 
book.

http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/hameln.html#contents
http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/hameln.html#contents
https://www.goodreads.com/
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